BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  tlx  Medical  Officer  of  fiealtl). 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bingley. 


Gentlemen, — I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Urban  District  of  Bingley  during  the  year  1909.  I would  specially  draw  your  attention  to  the 
paragraphs  dealing  with  the  conversion  of  midden  privies  into  water  closets,  and  the  provision  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  latter.  I wish  also  to  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  your  notice  the 
very  important  sanitary  provisions  contained  in  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 
I would  especially  refer  you  to  Sec.  15,  which  enacts  that  when  a house,  the  rent  of  which  does 
not  exceed  £16  per  annum,  is  not  kept  by  the  landlord  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  require  him  to  execute  such  work  as  the  Council  may 
specify  to  render  the  house  fit  for  such  occupation.  Section  17  of  the  same  Act  imposes  on 
District  Councils  the  duty  of  causing  an  inspection  of  their  District  to  be  made  from  time  to  time, 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  existence  of  dwelling-houses  which  are  in  a condition  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  As  you  are  aware,  such  an  inspection 
has  been  regularly  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself,  and  the  results  carefully  recorded. 
The  same  section  also  gives  the  Council  power  to  make  closing  orders  on  dwelling-houses  without 
the  necessity  of  application  to  a Magistrate’s  Court.  As  regards  Town  Planning,  with  a population 
so  nearly  stationary  as  ours,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  extensive  scheme  will  be  adopted  by  the 
Council  at  present,  but  smaller  schemes  might  well  be  considered  for  certain  parts  of  the  town,  as 
for  example,  Myrtle  Place.  Should  anything  of  the  kind  be  decided  on,  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  Council,  since  it  affords  greater  opportunity  of  guiding  and 
controlling  the  development  of  the  town  than  was  formerly  obtainable. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  support, 
and  the  officials  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  much  assistance  in  the  performance  of  my  duties  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  paragraphs  in  the  Report  which  are  repeated  from  year  to  year  with  little  or  no  change, 
are  marked  by  an  asterisk.  They  are  inserted  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

* 1.— Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District.— The 

Urban  District  of  Bingley  consists  of  a section  of  about  2|-  miles  of  the  valley  of  the  River  Aire, 
running  from  North-West  to  South-East,  and  the  drainage  area  of  this  section  of  the  river.  On  the 
North-East  side  of  the  valley  the  land  rises  steeply  to  the  table-land  of  Rombald’s  Moor,  which  has 
an  elevation  of  800  to  1,200  feet,  the  valley  itself  being  between  200  and  300  feet  above  sea  level. 
On  the  South-West  side,  the  District  consists  chiefly  of  the  drainage  area  of  Harden  Beck,  a tributary 
of  the  Aire  flowing  from  South-West  to  North-East,  the  water-shed  of  which  varies  in  height  up  to 
about  1000  feet.  The  geological  stratum  of  the  District  is  millstone  grit,  overlaid  in  places  by  the 
lower  coal  measures.  The  subsoil  is  chiefly  loam,  but  much  of  the  valley  is  occupied  by  beds  of 
boulder  clay  and  gravel,  and  on  one  of  these  the  greater  part  of  the  town  of  Bingley  is  built.  Besides 
the  drainage  areas  mentioned,  the  District  includes  on  the  East  side  a part  of  the  upper  valley  of 
Gill  Beck,  a stream  which  joins  the  Aire  about  three  miles  below  Bingley.  The  length  of  the 
District  is  about  eight  miles  from  North-East  to  South-West,  and  its  breadth  from  North-West  to 
South-East  about  three  miles.  The  total  area  is  stated  to  be  11,831  acres,  and  the  population  at 
the  census  of  1901  was  18,449  : at  the  middle  of  1909  the  estimated  population  was  19,050.  As 
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regards  the  distribution  of  population  into  Urban  and  Rural,  there  are  in  the  town  of  Bingley  about 
10,000  persons,  and  in  the  rural  portion  of  the  District,  centres  of  population,  varying  from  500  to 
2,000,  exist  at  Cottingley,  Harden,  Wilsden,  Cullingworth  and  Crossflatts.  The  District  is  divided 
into  seven  wards ' as  follows: — Central  Ward,  entirely  within  the  town  of  Bingley;  South  Ward, 
containing  part  of  Bingley  and  the  village  of  Cottingley ; West  Ward,  containing  part  of  Bingley 
and  the  village  of  Harden  ; North  Ward,  containing  part  of  Bingley  and  the  villages  of  Crossflatts 
and  Micklethwaite  ; East  Ward,  containing  part  of  Bingley  and  the  villages  of  Gilstead  and  Eld  wick  ; 
Cullingworth  Ward,  containing  the  village  of  Cullingworth  ; Wilsden  Ward,  containing  the  village 
of  Wilsden. 

The  Urban  portion  of  the  District  is  almost  entirely  dependent  on  various  branches  of 
woollen  manufacture,  which  is  also  the  principal  employment  of  the  surrounding  villages.  Farming, 
chiefly  grazing,  and  market-gardening,  are  carried  on  in  the  rural  portions  of  the  District,  and  there  are 
several  large  stone  quarries.  None  of  these  occupations  can  be  said  to  have  any  prejudicial  effect 
on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  except  the  last  mentioned,  in  which  the  inhalation  of  dust  arising 
from  stone-dressing  renders  those  engaged  in  this  occupation  liable  to  pulmonary  disease. 

House  Accommodation,  especially  for  the  working  classes  ; its 
adequacy  and  fitness  for  habitation. — Speaking  generally,  the  supply  of  working-class 
houses  is  sufficient.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year.  As  the  notice  given 
was  not  complied  with,  a summons  was  issued,  and  an  order  made  by  the  magistrates.  During  the 
year  26  new  houses  have  been  erected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Building  Inspector.  No  action 
has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  nor  do  I know  of  any  cases  in  which 
such  action  is  necessary. 

Water  Supply. — Bingley  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  St.  Ives  Estate,  supplemented 
from  the  Bradford  Corporation  Waterworks.  The  present  storage  capacity  is  only  about  250,000 
gallons,  but  a new  reservoir  is  being  made  which  will  increase  this  to  4,250,000  gallons,  and  so 
place  the  Council  in  a much  more  independent  position  as  regards  water  supply,  than  they  have 
held  up  to  the  present  time.  A very  considerable  improvement  in  the  distribution  of  water  has  been 
effected  during  the  year  by  the  laying  of  a nine-inch  main  along  Mornington  Road,  which  carries  a 
more  copious  supply  to  the  East  Ward,  and  enables  the  Council  to  use  more  St.  Ives  water,  and 
to  be  less  dependent  on  Bradford.  During  the  year  complaints  as  to  the  water  supplied  were 
received  from  Crossflatts  and  Cottingley.  In  the  former  village,  which  receives  unfiltered  water  from 
the  Bradford  conduit,  much  annoyance  was  at  times  occasioned  by  the  dirty  state  of  the  water. 
The  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  Bradford  Corporation,  and  since  then  there  has  been 
some  improvement,  but  no  promise  was  given  that  the  cause  of  complaint  would  he  removed. 
In  regard  to  Cottingley,  which  is  supplied  by  a private  company,  I should  be  glad  if  the  Council 
could  see  its  way  to  purchase  the  undertaking.  There  is  a good  supply  of  water  at  the  source,  and 
it  only  requires  better  piping  and  supervision  to  make  it  satisfactory.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning 
have  been  noted  during  the  year. 

Milk  Supply. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  dairy  farms.  The  total 
number  in  the  District  is  124,  with  177  cowsheds.  These  are  regularly  inspected.  No  action  has 
been  taken  for  the  detection  of  tuberculous  milk.  One  cow  was  reported  by  the  M.O.H.  of  Leeds, 
as  having  a tuberculous  udder,  but  before  the  report  reached  me  the  cow  had  been  disposed  of 
beyond  the  district. 

Other  Foods. — Meat  is  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  in  slaughter-houses,  and 
when  offered  for  sale,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  but  as  there  are  seventeen  slaughter-houses 
distributed  all  over  the  District,  it  is  impossible  to  ensure  that  every  carcase  is  seen  by  him.  Four 
carcases  were  found  to  be  tuberculous,  and  the  infected  parts  were  destroyed.  No  other  action  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  food  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  District  are  now 
connected  with  the  main  sewerage  system.  Ryecroft  and  Harecrofts  are  still  excepted,  and  also  the 
houses  in  Otley  Road,  Eldwick,  from  Brick-kilns  to  Eldwick  Beck.  Connections  are  also  still  to  be 
made  at  Micklethwaite.  For  details  of  work  done  during  the  year,  I refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  condition  of  the  more  recently  laid 
sewers  is  satisfactory,  but  there  are  still  old  walled  drains  acting  as  sewers  in  different  parts  of  the 
District,  notably  at  Cullingworth. 


3 


Excrement  Disposal. — As  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  existing  privies  into  water  closets,  and 
the  provision  of  additional  water  closets,  so  that  each  dwelling  may  have  the  sole  use  of  a closet. 
The  total  number  of  privies  abolished  during  the  year  in  the  whole  District  is  246,  of  pail  closets, 
55;  and  of  middens  or  ash  tubs,  118  These  have  been  replaced  by  530  water  closets,  9 slop  water 
closets,  and  139  dry  ash  places  or  bins.  In  addition  to  these  there  have  been  provided  for  new 
buildings,  23  water  closets,  9 slop  water  closets,  1 midden  closet  (at  Eldwick),  18  dry  ash  places. 
Of  the  26  new  dwelling-houses,  23  are  provided  with  baths.  Four  water  closets  and  10  baths  have 
also  been  placed  in  already  existing  dwellings.  I sincerely  trust  that  the  Council  will  continue  the 
policy  of  sanitary  improvement  which  has  been  carried  on  during  the  past  two  years.  I feel  sure 
that  the  gain  in  health  and  comfort  will  be  found  by  the  public  to  have  been  worth  the  expense. 
As  Mr.  Potter  points  out,  much  still  requires  to  be  done  before  we  can  be  satisfied  with  our  attain- 
ments in  this  important  matter. 


* Removal  and  Disposal  Of  House  Refuse.— House  refuse  is  removed  weekly, 
fortnightly,  or  at  longer  intervals  as  may  be  found  necessary.  The  arrangements  for  the  different 
parts  of  the  District  are  as  follows : — From  Bingley,  Cottingley,  Crossflatts,  Micklethwaite  and 
Eldwick,  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  workmen  to  the  tip  on  the  Council’s  property  at  Dowley 
Cap.  At  Harden  and  Wilsden  it  is  all  contracted  for  by  farmers  and  removed  by  them.  At  Cullingworth 
it  is  partly  taken  by  farmers  and  partly  to  tips  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 


Nuisances.— I need  only  refer  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Reports  which  gives  the 
number  of  nuisances  already  dealt  with,  and  still  to  be  abated.  Mr.  Potter  also  refers  to  the 
condition  of  many  of  the  streets  and  roads  in  the  District,  which  are  badly  in  need  of  improvement. 


Bye-laws  as  to  Lodging-houses,  Offensive  Trades,  &c.— These  matters  are 
fully  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  need  not  be  further  referred  to. 


Schools. — The  number  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  is  fourteen.  In 
October  I was  asked  by  the  Education  Sub-Committee  to  report  specially  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  Cottingley  School.  In  doing  so  I pointed  out  what  I consider  somewhat  serious  defects,  which  I 
do  not  think  can  be  easily  remedied.  I have  no  reason  to  remark  on  any  of  the  other  Schools. 
The  newer  buildings  are  suitable,  the  older  ones  less  so,  as  might  be  expected.  All  have  satisfactory 
water  supplies.  The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  being  conducted  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  my  chief  concern  with  schools  lies  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease.  For  this  purpose  I have  visited  all  schools  where  outbreaks  of  serious  infectious  disease 
have  occurred.  At  my  request,  Eldwick,  Cottingley,  Harden  and  St.  Joseph’s  Schools  were  closed  for 
short  periods  for  disinfection.  The  section  of  this  Report  which  deals  with  Special  Diseases,  contains 
a report  on  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  which  certain  schools  were  concerned. 


* Method  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases ; notification,  disinfection.— 

The  routine  method  of  dealing  with  a case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  is  as  follows  : — Along  with  the 
notification,  information  is  received  as  to  whether  the  medical  attendant  or  relatives  of  the  patient  wish 
the  case  to  be  removed  to  Hospital.  When  removal  is  desired  it  is  effected  as  quickly  as  possible,  usually 
on  the  day  the  notification  is  received.  Removal  is  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  then  disinfects  the  house,  notes  any  sanitary  defects,  and  such  particulars  as  milk 
supply,  water  supply,  sanitary  conveniences,  school  attended  by  the  patient  if  of  school  age,  &c.  He 
reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  and  informs  the  Education  Authority  of  the  occurrence  of  the  case.  When 
the  patient  is  not  removed  to  hospital,  the  house  is  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  reported  on  as 
above.  The  Medical  Officer  satisfies  himself  that  sufficient  isolation  is  possible  at  home,  and  disinfection 
is  carried  out  when  the  medical  attendant  certifies  that  the  patient  is  free  from  infection.  Notice  is 
received  of  the  date  of  discharge  of  each  patient  from  Hospital.  During  the  year  84  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  of  those  diseases  for  which  provision  is  made  were  isolated  in  Hospital.  In  regard  to  those  infectious 
diseases  which  are  not  notifiable,  such  as  measles,  chicken-pox  and  whooping  cough,  I am  informed  by 
the  Education  Authority  when  cases  occur  amongst  school  children.  When  it  seems  necessary  I make 
enquiries  and  advise  as  to  exclusion  from  school  and  disinfection. 
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Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  is  provided  for  the  Central,  South,  West,  North,  East,  and 
Cullingworth  Wards  at  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks,  and  for  Wilsden  Ward 
at  Thornton  Joint  Hospital,  Thornton  Heights.  About  100  beds  are  available  for  the  combined 
Districts.  Provision  is  made  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  Small-pox,  at  Keighley, 
whilst  at  Thornton  two  diseases  can  be  treated  at  the  same  time. 

Control  of  Tuberculosis. — The  problem  of  public  provision  for  the  treatment  of 
phthisis  has  been  advanced  a stage  during  the  year,  by  the  proposal  to  utilise  the  small-pox  hospital 
for  phthisical  patients  when  it  is  not  otherwise  required.  The  Joint  Hospital  Board  is,  I understand, 
proceeding  with  the  necessary  alterations,  and  I trust  that  during  the  coming  year  the  hospital  will 
be  ready  for  the  reception  of  such  patients.  Residence  for  a few  months  in  a well  organised  hospital 
has  been  proved  to  have  a valuable  educative  effect.  People  who  are  suffering  from  tuberculosis  learn 
in  such  an  institution,  methods  of  life  which  enable  them  to  place  themselves  in  the  most  favourable 
position  for  recovery,  and  which  greatly  reduce  the  danger  of  their  infecting  others.  I therefore 
approve  of  the  scheme  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  we  must  recognise  that  in  the  future  it  may  be 
advisable  to  establish  a separate  hospital  for  tubercular  disease. 


On  May  14th  the  Council  adopted  a system  of  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  provisionally 
for  a period  of  one  year.  Every  case  of  pulmonary  disease  which  is  proved  by  examination  by  the 
bacteriologist  to  the  County  Council  to  be  infected  by  tubercle  bacilli,  is  considered  to  be  notified 
as  a case  of  infectious  disease.  In  the  eight  months  of  the  year  during  which  the  system  was  in 
operation,  16  cases  were  so  notified,  and  in  4 other  cases  I received  from  other  sources  information 
of  the  existence  of  cases  of  phthisis,  making  in  all  20  cases  notified  in  the  district.  Of  these  5 died 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  being  19,  it  follows  that  14  cases  died 
without  being  notified.  I hope  some  method  of  notification  will  be  continued.  Although  but  little 
benefit  has  yet  followed  from  its  adoption,  the  provision  of  a hospital  will  make  it  possible  to  do 
something  for  these  patients,  and  notification  will  aid  in  the  selection  of  cases  suitable  for  treatment. 
Moreover  it  is  well  to  know  how  many  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  exist  in  the  District,  and  where 
they  reside.  At  present  when  it  seems  advisable  after  consultation  with  the  doctor  who  is  attending 
the  patient,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  patient’s  house  and  reports  on  the  conditions  existing 
there.  Disinfection  is  done  in  nearly  all  cases  where  death  has  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Vital  Statist  ics. — The  population  of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1909  is  estimated  at 
19,050,  an  increase  of  50  on  the  population  of  the  previous  year.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
increase  of  population  accurately,  if  indeed  there  be  any  actual  increase.  Doubts  on  this  point  will 
be  set  at  rest  by  the  census  of  1911. 

Births.  — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  322.  Of  these  170  were 
males,  and  152  females.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  11,  being  about  8 per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  birth  rate  is  16-9  per  1000,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded.  Table  I at  the  end  of  this 
report  shows  the  birth-rate  for  the  past  eight  years. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  was  250.  To  these  have  to  be 
added  12  deaths  of  residents  of  the  District  who  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere,  viz 
In  West  Riding  Asylums,  2;  in  Keighley  Union  Infirmary,  7;  and  in  other  hospitals,  3.  One  non- 
resident died  in  Bingley  Cottage  Hospital,  so  that  the  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
is  261.  Table  I at  the  end  of  this  report  shows  the  death-rate,  corrected  and  uncorrected,  for  the 
past  8 years.  The  number  of  deaths  the  cause  of  which  was  uncertified  was  7,  one  being  under  1 
year  old.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  37  were  of  persons  between  70  and  80,  16  between  80 
and  90,  and  2 over  90. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  year  was  at  the  rate  of  109  per  1000  births,  the 
average  rate  for  the  preceding  seven  years  being  119.  Over  one  third  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
the  first  week  of  life  from  such  causes  as  premature  birth,  congenital  debility  and  other  congenital 
defects  (see  Table  V.]  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  District. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality,  in  each 
Ward  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Ward. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

Central  

18-9 

16-8 

92 

South 

17-3 

12-5 

117 

West 

15-8 

14-2 

125 

North 

171 

12-6 

102 

East  

14-9 

12-8 

117 

| Cullingwortli 

17-0 

16-3 

174 

Wilsden 

17-3 

11-9 

74 

Whole  District 

16'9 

13-6 

109 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  I insert  the  following  Table  showing  the  statistics  for  the 
year,  of  the  Bingley  Urban  District,  compared  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

Infantile  Mortality, 
(per  1000  Births.) 

England  and  Wales 

25-6 

14-5 

1-12 

109 

Great  Towns  (76) 

25-7 

14-7 

1-42 

118 

Smaller  Towns  (143)  ... 

24-8 

13-9 

1-08 

111 

England  and  Wales  (less) 
219  Towns  [ 

25-6 

14-5 

0'80 

98 

Bingley  Urban  District... 

16-9 

13-6 

0-73 

109 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  generally  classed  as  infectious 
was  14,  namely  : — Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  2,  Diphtheria  4,  Enteric  Fever  4,  Epidemic  Influenza  3. 
This  gives  a zymotic  death  rate  of  -1  per  1000,  as  against  -9  per  1000  in  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  during  the  year  was  100,  viz  : — Diphtheria  35, 
Erysipelas  15,  Scarlet  Fever  40,  Enteric  Fever  9,  and  Puerperal  Fever  1.  Until  October  the  District 
had  been  singularly  free  from  infectious  disease,  but  during  October  and  November  a large  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  occurred.  I presented  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  a special 
report  on  the  epidemic,  in  the  following  terms  : — From  the  middle  of  October  to  the  middle  of 
December,  26  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  Of  the  26  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  4 occurred  sporadically,  one  at  Eldwick,  one  in  Ferncliffe,  one  at  Cullingwortli,  and  one 
at  Beck  Foot.  In  none  of  these  cases  could  any  connection  with  others  be  traced.  The  remaining 
22  cases  were  distributed  thus  : — At  Cottingley  2,  at  Harden  12,  and  in  Bingley  8.  At  Cottingley 
I was  informed  that  two  children  residing  outside  the  District,  but  attending  Cottingley  School,  had 
had  Diphtheria  shortly  before  these  cases.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  all  inmates 
of  both  houses  bacteriologically  examined  with  negative  results,  and  the  school  closed  for  two  days, 
Nov.  8th  and  9th,  for  thorough  disinfection. 

At  Harden  nine  of  the  patients  were  children  attending  Harden  School.  All  the  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  Twenty  other  inmates  of  the  eight  houses  affected  were  bacteriologically  examined, 
three  with  positive  result,  of  which  two  were  sent  to  Hospital,  and  one  isolated  at  home.  The 
School  was  closed  for  two  days  (Nov.  8th  and  9th).  All  the  eight  cases  which  occurred  in  Bingley 
were  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with  St.  Joseph’s  School.  Five  houses  were  affected.  Eighteen 
contacts  were  bacteriologically  examined,  one  with  positive  result,  which  was  isolated  at  home.  The 
School  was  closed  for  two  days  for  disinfection.  Coinciding  with  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  St. 
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Joseph’s  School,  4 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  School,  but  as 
all  the  patients  were  closely  acquainted  with  one  another,  and  three  of  them  near  neighbours,  they 
may  have  been  infected  outside  the  School.  The  remaining  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  distributed 
over  the  District,  apparently  without  connection  with  one  another. 

I wish  to  record  my  disapproval  of  the  custom  lately  introduced  of  sending  teachers  from 
schools  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease  to  other  schools.  Teachers  as  well  as  children,  are 
liable  to  act  as  carriers,  at  all  events  of  Diphtheria. 

I receive  regularly  from  the  Education  Authority  notification  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious 
disease  among  children  attending  elementary  schools.  I find  this  system  of  much  use  in  regard  to 
those  diseases  which  are  not  scheduled  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  : e.g.  Chicken-pox, 
Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough.  On  tabulating  the  returns  I find  that  from  March  to  July 
Chicken-pox  was  prevalent  at  Cottingley,  and  among  children  attending  Belgrave  Road  Infant 
School  and  Holy  Trinity  School.  Measles  began  to  be  epidemic  at  Wilsden  in  June,  and  ceased 
during  the  summer  vacation.  After  the  summer  holiday  it  became  very  prevalent  at  Cottingley. 
In  October,  November  and  December,  over  50  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  from  the  Cottingley 
School,  and  in  visiting  the  School  on  October  22nd,  I found  that  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  children 
were  absent.  Cases  also  occurred  in  December  in  connection  with  Holy  Trinity  School.  In  September 
about  30  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  among  children  attending  Eldwick  School.  In 
none  of  these  cases  did  I consider  it  advisable  to  close  the  affected  School. 

Bacteriological  Reports  from  the  West  Riding  Laboratory  proved  of  great  value 
during  the  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  at  Harden,  several  cases  which  would  otherwise  have  escaped  notice 
being  detected  by  that  means.  In  all  77  reports  on  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  contacts  with 
Diphtheria  were  received  by  me,  of  these  16  gave  positive  results,  and  61  negative.  Reports  were 
also  received  regarding  suspected  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Ringworm,  and  as  stated  on  p.  4, 
in  16  cases  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  sputum  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  examination. 

Rainfall.  — The  following  Table  gives  in  inches  the  monthly  rainfall  at  Gilstead  Filter-beds 
and  at  Hewenden  Reservoir.  The  figures  are  kindly  supplied  by  the  Bradford  Waterworks  Engineer. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

A pi. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gilstead 

1-62 

0-92 

2-90 

2-56 

2-19 

2-80 

2-46 

2-47 

3-33 

2-49 

0-90 

3-84 

Hewenden 

2-24 

1-79 

3-78 

3-85 

2-76 

313 

5-20 

3-47 

3-84 

415 

1-82 

643 

Total — Gilstead,  27-48  inches.  Hewenden,  42-46  inches. 

Whilst  the  total  rainfall  was  not  much  above  the  average,  the  summer  was  wetter  than 
usual,  the  dryest  months  in  the  whole  year  being  January,  February  and  November. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  ANGUS,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  L— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 
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Table  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  J909  and  previous  years. 
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Table  III.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during;  the  Year  1909. 
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{Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital. 

Thornton  Joint  Hospital. 

Total  available  beds  100.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  4. 


Table  IV.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  1909. 
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Table  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  190 9. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  of  the 

BUILDING  and  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1909. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bingley. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Works  executed  under 
your  authority  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1909. 

Building  Plans,  New  Buildings  and  Drainage  constructed— 92  Building 

Plans  have  been  approved  of,  and  2 disapproved  of.  26  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected,  663  yards 
of  Main  Sewers  and  3170  yards  of  drains  have  been  constructed,  and  157  drains  connected  up  to 
main  sewers.  1843  visits  to  buildings,  sewers  and  drainage  in  course  of  construction  have  been 
made.  Central  Ward  : 1 Workshop,  Offices  for  the  Bingley  and  District  Building  Society, 

858  yards  of  drainage  and  51  connections  to  main  sewers.  South  Ward:  15  dwelling-houses, 
additions  to  Wood  View,  Cottingley,  1 temporary  wood  building,  434  yards  of  drainage  and  27 
connections  to  main  sewers.  West  Ward  : 1 workshop,  2 alterations  and  additions  to  dwelling-houses, 
365  yards  of  drainage  and  16  connections  to  main  sewers.  North  Ward  : 2 dwelling-houses,  2 
temporary  wood  buildings,  771  yards  of  drainage,  and  29  connections  to  main  sewers.  East  Ward  : 
9 dwelling-houses,  2 temporary  wood  buildings,  65  yards  of  main  sewers,  742  yards  of  drainage  and 
34  connections  to  main  sewers.  Cullingworth  Ward  : Additions  to  a dwelling-house,  and  597  yards 
of  main  sewers.  Wilsden  Ward  : 2 alterations  and  additions  to  dwelling-houses. 


Abatement  Of  Nuisances.— 6 complaints  have  been  received,  660  houses  and  premises 
inspected,  158  formal  notices  served,  and  165  formal  notices  have  been  complied  with.  There  were 
115  notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1908,  and  108  at  the  end  of  1909. 


Nuisances  dealt  with. — 21  house  drains  have  been  tested  by  request  of  the  occupiers; 
19  were  found  to  be  defective,  and  2 were  satisfactory;  91  house  drains  have  been  repaired  and 
trapped;  30  waste  pipes  have  been  disconnected;  14  cellar  drains  have  been  relaid,  trapped  and 
disconnected.  Central  Ward. — In  the  1st  division  of  this  ward  there  have  been  91  water  closets 
and  18  dry  ashes  places  provided,  and  36  midden  closets,  14  pail  closets,  7 covered  middens,  5 open 
middens  and  10  dry  ashes  tubs  done  away  with.  In  the  2nd  division  there  have  been  38  water- 
closets  and  14  dry  ashes  places  provided,  and  19  midden  closets,  1 pail  closet,  and  12  covered  middens 
done  away  with.  In  the  3rd  division  there  have  been  62  water  closets  and  12  dry  ashes  places 
provided,  and  18  midden  closets,  9 pail  closets,  9 covered  middens,  1 open  midden,  and  1 dry  ashes 
tub  done  away  with.  South  Ward.- — In  the  4th  division  there  have  been  12  water  closets  and  3 
dry  ashes-places  provided,  and  7 midden  closets,  and  3 covered  middens  done  away  with.  In  the 
5th  division  there  have  been  9 water  closets  and  1 dry  ashes  place  provided,  and  6 midden  closets 
and  1 covered  midden  done  away  with.  In  the  6th  division  there  have  been  4 water  closets  and  2 
dry  aslies-bins  provided,  and  2 midden  closets,  2 pail  closets,  2 covered  middens,  and  1 open  midden 
done  away  with.  West  Ward. — In  the  7th  division  there  have  been  29  water  closets,  6 dry  ashes- 
places  and  1 dry  ashes-bin  provided,  and  12  midden  closets,  3 pail  closets,  and  3 covered  middens 
done  away  with.  In  the  8tli  division  there  have  been  5 water  closets,  1 slop  water  closet  and  3 
dry  ashes-places  provided,  and  4 midden  closets  and  3 covered  middens  done  away  with.  North 
Ward. — In  the  11th  division  there  have  been  68  water  closets  and  21  dry  ashes  places  provided,  and 
47  midden-closets,  16  covered  middens,  and  2 open  middens  done  away  with.  In  the  12th 
division  there  have  been  88  water  closets  and  27  dry  ashes  places  provided,  and  47  midden  closets, 
12  covered  middens  and  5 open  middens  done  away  with.  In  the  14th  division  there  have  been 

3 water-closets  and  2 dry  ashes  places  provided,  and  2 midden  closets,  and  2 covered  middens 
done  away  with.  East  Ward. — In  the  15th  division  there  have  been  66  water  closets  and  14  dry 
ashes-places  provided,  and  26  midden  closets,  10  pail  closets,  11  covered  middens,  and  5 dry  ashes 
tubs  done  away  with.  In  the  16th  division  there  have  been  16  water  closets  and  6 dry  ashes  places 
provided,  and  8 midden-closets,  3 covered  middens,  and  3 open  middens  done  away  with.  In  the 
17  division  there  have  been  1 slop  water  closet  and  1 dry  aslies-place  provided,  and  1 midden 
closet  and  1 covered  midden  done  aAvay  with.  Totals  for  the  Central,  South,  West,  North  and  East 
Ward,  provided — water-closets,  491  ; slop  water-closets,  2 ; dry  ashes  places,  128  ; dry  ashes  bins, 
3.  Done  away  with — -midden-closets,  235  ; pail-closets,  39  ; covered  middens,  85  ; open  middens. 

17  ; dry  ashes-tubs,  16.  There  have  been  23  water-closets,  9 slop  water  closets,  1 midden  closet, 

18  dry  ashes-places,  8 dry  ashes-bins,  and  19  baths  provided  in  connection  with  new  buildings,  and 

4 Avater-closets,  and  10  baths  to  existing  property. 
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Nuisances  to  be  dealt  with. — There  are  108  notices  outstanding,  17  from  1908 
and  91  from  1909,  for  56  nuisances,  chiefly  insanitary  and  insufficient  W.C.  and  ash  place  accommod- 
ation ; when  this  work  is  carried  out  it  will  mean  the  conversion  .of  183  privies  into  water  closets, 
and  the  provision  of  182  additional  water  closets,  and  the  conversion  of  74  middens  into  dry  ashes 
places.  This  will  take  about  nine  months  to  get  through  if  we  go  on  at  the  same  rate  as  last  year. 
In  looking  over  the  district  I estimate  that  there  will  be  at  least  170  cases  in  addition  to  the  above 
to  be  dealt  with,  this  will  mean  the  conversion  of  440  privies  into  water  closets,  and  the  provision 
of  250  additional  water  closets,  and  the  conversion  of  180  middens  into  dry  ashes  places,  if  we  work 
on  the  same  lines  as  we  previously  have  done.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  streets 
that  are  in  bad  repair,  especially  during  the  winter  months,  viz  : — Cross  Lane,  Green  Hill  Street, 
Ireland  Terrace,  streets  off  Bradford  Road,  Emsley  Street,  the  yard  at  the  back  of  the  King’s  Head, 
Myrtle  Avenue,  Unity  Street,  and  several  of  the  back  streets  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  Hollings 
Street,  Smith  Street,  Town  Hill  Street  and  Skirrow  Street,  Cottingley.  At  Harden,  Crossflatts  and 
Eldwick,  there  are  several  streets  and  roads  in  a bad  state  of  repair. 

Smoke  Observations. — 42  observations  have  been  made. 


Description  of  Works. 

No.  of  Observations 
taken  for  a period 
of  60  minutes. 

Average  No.  of  Minute 
smoke  emitte 

Dense. 

s dense  and  moderate 
;d  per  hour. 

Moderate. 

Albert  Mills  

l 

4 

21 

Argyll  Mills 

l 

4 

04 

Britannia  Mills 

6 

14 

10 

Bowling  Green  Mills  ... 

1 

9 

19 

Clyde  Street  Mill 

1 

1 

64 

Dubb  Mill  .! 

6 

CO 

*4 

Ebor  Mill  

6 

4 

3 

Lilycroft  Mill  ... 

5 

1 

24 

Leather  Works 

1 

24 

6 

Paper  Mill 

6 

6f 

104 

Park  Road  Mill 

1 

14 

3 

Stanley  Mill 

1 

3 

6 

Victoria  Mills  ... 

6 

CO 

5 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. — During  the  past  year  79  cases  have  been 
notified  to  me ; 166  visits  have  been  made  to  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have  occurred,  and 

83  houses  and  2 schools  have  been  disinfected  ; each  case  was  reported  to  the  Education  Department. 
There  were  37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  of  these  30  were  at  Bingley,  1 at  Crossflatts,  1 at  Harden,  3 
at  Eldwick,  and  2 at  Cottingley  ; 34  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and 

3 were  nursed  at  home.  There  were  34  cases  of  Diphtheria,  14  in  Bingley,  3 at  Crossflatts  and 
Micklethwaite,  1 at  Eldwick,  4 at  Cottingley,  and  12  at  Harden  ; of  these  29  cases  were  removed 
to  the  Hospital,  and  the  other  5 were  nursed  at  home  ; 4 deaths  occurred.  There  have  been  8 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever ; 6 at  Bingley,  and  2 at  Crossflatts  and  Micklethwaite ; 6 cases  were 

removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  2 were  nursed  at  home  ; 4 deaths  occurred.  12  Dwelling-houses  have 
been  disinfected  where  deaths  occurred  from  Consumption.  Wherever  a Public  Library  book  has 
been  found  at  the  house  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred,  it  has  been  disinfected  and  returned 
to  the  Librarian. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  17  registered  slaughter-houses;  469  visits  have  been 
made,  and  the  bye-laws  relating  to  cleansing,  removal  of  blood,  garbage,  &c.,  as  far  as  practicable 
have  been  strictly  enforced.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  several  cases  where  disease  in  animals 
has  been  suspected  when  slaughtering.  Four  cows  were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  confined 
to  the  pericardium,  but  small  in  extent,  these  parts  were  destroyed.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
to  take  any  proceedings  in  regard  to  carcases  unfit  for  human  food. 

Offensive  Trades.— There  are  4 persons  engaged  in  offensive  trades;  2 tripe  boilers, 
1 gut  scraper,  and  1 fell-monger,  57  inspections  have  been  made.  With  reference  to  the  gut  scraper’s 
premises,  the  drainage  has  been  re-constructed. 

Cow-sheds,  Dairies  and  Milks  hops. —There  are  58  cow-keepers  entered  in  the 
Report  Book,  and  18  purveyors  of  milk  ; 120  inspections  have  been  made  of  cow-slieds,  dairies  and 
purveyor’s  premises  ; 4 notices  have  been  served  with  reference  to  drainage  and  cleanliness,  and 

were  complied  with. 
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Workshops. — There  are  135  workshops  registered,  of  these  38  are  in  the  Wilsden  Ward, 
16  in  the  Cullingworth  Ward,  and  81  in  the  five  other  Wards.  76  visits  have  been  made  by  me 
to  workshops. 

Lodging-houses.— There  is  one  lodging-house,  2 inspections  have  been  made. 

Canal  Boats. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  3 of  the  Canal  Boats  Act, 
1884,  I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  inspections  of  Canal  Boats  on  that  part  of  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  said  District,  viz.  : a length  of  about 
two  and  a half  miles,  27  visits  have  been  made  by  me  for  this  purpose  during  the  above  period, 
and  42  boats  inspected.  82  men  were  on  board,  in  9 cases  there  were  women  on  board,  these  were 
the  wives  of  the  captains.  There  were  no  children  on  board. 

With  respect  to  compliance  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  : — 

(a)  All  the  boats  were  registered. 

(. b ) Four  notifications  of  change  of  masters  received. 

( c ) Forty-one  of  the  boats  possessed  a certificate,  and  one  certificate  was  sent  to  the  Leeds 

Registration  Authority  for  renewal. 

(d)  The  boats  were  all  numbered  or  named. 

(e)  There  was  no  overcrowding. 

(/)  No  separation  of  the  sexes  required,  see  paragraph  No.  2. 

(g)  Cleanliness  well  attended  to. 

( h ) Ventilation  sufficient. 

(i)  The  boats  were  in  good  condition  with  respect  to  painting  and  repairs,  with  one  exception, 

this  was  ordered  to  dock  for  repairs. 

(j)  Each  boat  was  provided  with  a water  cask. 

(k)  In  each  case  the  bilge  water  was  removed  as  required. 

(l)  No  notification  of  infectious  disease. 

(m)  No  objection  to  admittance  of  Inspector. 

'It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  with  respect  to  infringements, 
nor  to  take  any  other  steps  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  as  regards  infringe- 
ments. No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  dealt  with. 

Visits  to  outlying  parts  of  the  District.— 3 visits  to  Cottingley,  79  to 
Crossflatts  and  Micklethwaite,  12  to  Cullingworth,  46  to  Eldwick,  2 to  Faweather,  37  to  Harden, 
2 to  Tliwaites,  and  6 to  Wilsden  have  been  made. 

Nightsoil,  Dry  Ashes  and  Rubbish  Removal. — There  have  been  3800  loads 
removed  at  Bingley,  338  at  Crossflatts  and  Micklethwaite,  114  at  Eldwick,  264  at  Harden,  252  at 
Cottingley,  making  a total  of  4768  loads. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  types  of  closet  accommodation,  and  receptacles  for  refuse  in 
each  Ward. 


WAKDS. 

Water 

Closets. 

Slop 

water 

Closets. 

Pail 

Closets. 

Midden 

Closets. 

Open 

Middens. 

Covered 

Middens. 

Dry  Ashes 
Tubs. 

Dry  Ashes 
Places. 

Central  ... 

473 

76 

67 

163 

17 

52 

38 

137 

South 

218 

188 

52 

185 

32 

67 

35 

191 

West 

275 

52 

29 

229 

70 

56 

45 

59 

North 

447 

131 

57 

200 

41 

106 

85 

171 

E^st 

291 

322 

79 

214 

35 

61 

42 

308 

Totals 

1704 

769 

284 

991 

195 

342 

245 

866 

This  Report  includes  the  whole  of  the  District  for  new  Buildings  and  Building  Plans. 
For  Sanitary  Work  : — The  Central,  South,  West,  North  and  East  Wards. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  POTTER, 

Building  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  SANITARY  WORK, 

WILSDEN  and  CULL1NGWORTH  WARDS. 


BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 

217  Inspections  of  Houses  and  Premises. 

17  Inspections  of  Workshops. 

121  Inspections  of  Cow  Sheds  and  Dairies. 

51  Inspections  of  Slaughter-houses. 

108  Inspections  of  New  Sewers  and  Drains. 

71  Nuisances  Reported. 

14  Nuisances  Abated. 

22  House  Drains  repaired,  trapped  and  disconnected. 

15  Connections  to  Sewers. 

12  Sink  Wastes  trapped  and  disconnected. 

39  W.C’s.  put  in  (flushed  Town’s  Water.) 

7 Tippler  W.C’s.  (flushed  Waste  Water). 

8 Dry  Ashes  Places  provided, 

16  Pail  Closets  dispensed  with. 

11  Privies  and  Middens  dispensed  with. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

4 Scarlet  Fever  Cases.  2 removed  to  Hospital  ; 2 dealt  with  at  home. 

1 Diphtheria  Case ; dealt  with  at  home. 

1 Typhoid  Case  ; removed  to  Hospital. 

1 Anthrax  Case ; fatal. 

NIGHTSOIL  REMOVAL. 

1270  Loads,  Cullingworth  and  District. 

1160  Loads,  Wilsden. 

THOMAS  W.  CRAGG, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


